






















What do you consider to be the most

critical aspect of summer colony

management?

Regu lar inspections for health (which

inclu des pest infestations) and EFB

scou ting as far as a disease in particu lar.

AndrewDewey, Master Beekeeper

Treatm ent for varroa m ites, fol lowed closely

by rou tine m onitoring for m ites, fol lowed

closely by post-treatm ent assessm ent of

m ite levels. Phil Gaven, Master Beekeeper

At this tim e I wou ld say m ite m anagem ent.

I don't think we do enou gh as a grou p to

watch the m ite loads in ou r hives. I know I

lost a cou ple of hives late last fal l becau se

by the tim e I m edicated it was already too

late. Rick Cooper, Master Beekeeper

Aside from demonstrating a great laying

pattern, what other characteristics make

a truly great queen?

Disease resistance, overwintering abi l i ty,

su rplu s honey produ ction, low swarm ing

incl ination, qu iet on the com b and

tem peram ent (not nasty) . I ’d l ike to see m ite

resistance as well . AndrewDewey, Master

Beekeeper

I f a colony isn't gentle, even a great laying

pattern won't m ake a "great" qu een.

Aggressive bees are not ju st a problem for

the beekeeper, bu t for everyone in the area

who needs a virgin qu een to m ate. I f I had

tim e and tools, I wou ld select qu eens for

hygienic behavior. Since I don't, I bu y

hygienic qu eens and breed their dau ghters.

I also l ike colonies that gather lots of

propol is.

Two traits I look for in a real ly great qu een

are honey produ ction and gentleness. Of

cou rse a great laying qu een u su ally

produ ces enou gh bees to have a good

honey harvest. I know from experience that

"m ean" bees u su ally produ ce m ore honey

becau se we have a tendency to leave that

hive alone. A trait I wish we cou ld do better

with is having large colonies that don't

swarm . Rick Cooper, Master Beekeeper

How do you contribute to the health of

your bees in the summer months?

I t can be hard to find a balance between

regu lar inspections and 'get ou t of the way

to let the bees do what they are su pposed

to do', bu t I find if one is not in their hives

regu larly, variou s health issu es (i . e. , m ites)

can easi ly get away from you . I try to

inspect at least m onthly, bu t I don’t panic

u nti l abou t six weeks. I f cl im atical ly we are

in a dry spel l , I m ake certain water is

avai lable for the bees in the apiary.

Otherwise, there are plenty of vernal pools

in my area. I plant so as to el im inate

su m m er foraging dearths as m u ch as

possible. This is very m u ch a work in

progress and involves a great deal of

wandering arou nd watching bees forage.

AndrewDewey, Master Beekeeper

I f a colony is lagging, I 'l l throw in a fram e of

brood from a boom ing hive. Vigorou s

colonies and a program of m ite m itigation

solve m ost other problem s.

I do watch my m ite loads. Other than that I

am not big on helping the bees ou t. N o

H oney B H ealthy or other health produ cts

for my bees. I have been known to requ een

bees that are not doing well in J u ly and

som etim es, bu t rarely, I wi l l toss som e

su gar syru p and fu m adil at a weak hive.

Rick Cooper, Master Beekeeper












